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RESCUE WORK IN PRESTON.
SHEPHERD-STREET MISSION,

A purely undenominational organisation to help des-
jitute persons and neglected children—these few words
lescribe the objects, ends, and aims of Shepherd-street
mission. There are few inbabitants of Preston but
xnow that Shepherd-street and its environs form one of
the poorest and perhaps the most degraded portions of
the Proud Town, so that any attempt to carry know-
ledgeand temperance and substantial assistance where
ignorance, brutality, drunkenness, and squalid misery
have prevailed must enlist synipathy for those who have
sufficient self-sacrifice in their natures to take part in
such a workof rescue.  This rescue work is what the
members of the Shepherd-street Migsion and their friends
hava devoted their energies and finances to for the
last thirteen years, and they have done it in a quiet, un-
Assuming way, without any of thoge sensational methods
which have grown into so much favour among followers
of religion, Thers are no bands of musie, noisy drums,
flaunting ‘colours, or exciting harangues, used to further
the aims of the mission; all outside show is tabooed, and
reliance is placed on nothing else but plain teaching and
preaching to fallen men and women, with timely assist-
ance where such is required. That the workers are re-
®pected for their endeavours has been frequently proved.
Yhe distributors of tracts in lodging-houses—where are
yathered all sorts and conditions of men—and those
who venture with words of hope into domi-
tiles which must be nameless appear to have
@ halo of protection around them such as can
voly be secured by the wearers of the Red Cross
on a battle-field. Even one of the lowest of men, an
ordinary loafer, has been known to protect the mission
workers against interference with the gallantry of a
knight errant, while the lowest of women show the
2reatesh resveet and gratitude to those from whom they
receive no words but those of pity and kindnessin a
tareer 50 terrible in its results, * It is surprising#®gays
bfie of the wisitors, “How you carc falk to these
Deopieif-won ao—m-a Tight wav, but YEE Hist nob
g0 in a comwanding sort of spivit. Some years agoa
lady—z novice at mission work—entered one of these
tlens, and opening the cupboard door rather unthink-

_‘mgly inquired bow they conld afford to buy such
*aperior ‘provisions. She was at once ordered out of
the house, aud told never to emter-it again. If they
discover that you are earnestly endeavouring to help them
and to be their friends, they will never say a wrong word
to you, or molest you in any way, but will listen respect-
lully and quietly toallyou havetosay.” Such is the power
of kinaness over the very lowest and most vice-striken
of human beings. It is about thirteen years since this
mission work was originated, in all honour be it said, by

~saee of the young men who attended Lancaster-road
Congregational Chapel. Adbeubasdosen of these cavnest
waushs commenced their task by distributing tracts in
such neighbourhoods as Spring-gardens, the Old Vicar-
age, Back-lane, Water-street, Shepherd-street, Leeming-
bureet, Library-street, Rose-street, &e. This method was
followed for some time, and then a free tea was given
Yo as many of the poorest and most degraded class ag
vared to come. Gaining courage as they went on the
migsioners began to hold meetings in a house in Rose-
Blreet on Sundays, after ordinafy service time ; and the
one room became so crowded that a wall had to be
takendownto providemore accommodation. Determined

Yo still turther enlarge their sphere of operations, thevs
with the aid of some willing friends, were enabled to
rent those old well-known premises in Shepherd-street,
which were occupied for three years or more as a Sun-
day school for poor children and a mission-room. 'This
place became uncomfortably crowded, and had to be en-
larged by the removal of a division wall. At last these
premises were wanted for other purposes, and the com.
mittee were enabled to purchase the present premises,
i which, if we mistake not, were one time used as Preston

Grammar School, and then as the home of Dr. Shep-
| herd’s Library.  Latterly this building has been con-

i verted into dwellings, but was easily altered to its old

form, and now there is a moderately large room
apstairs, with classroom on the lower storey,
‘where the children meet . on Sunday mnichts
while service is being conducted upstairs. For
the last six years the work has been carried
out on thoroughly undenominational lines. For several
years two gentlemen on their sole responsibility took
apon themselves the providing of all the funds required,
but in May, 1857, 1t was found that some other arrange-
‘ment would have to be made, and a committee was
formed, ag widely representative as possible. On it there
nre now to be found members of the Church of England,
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Wesleyans, Society of Friends, Congregationalists, and it-is | 858 C!
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Truth preached, the various sheakers being seleeted from
me nbere of all deneminationsiibose Mgix 2g-lio) a
te in° some of the atroats previously nentis

snd - at first the ' inmates were very uuspu.lou.s
@bout being nterfered with in their usua;
Sunday avocations, but now they anticipate the meet.
ings with pleasure, and give a hearty welcome to the
‘yisitors. Occasionally a meeting may be missed, owing
to the inability of one of the speakers to keep his en-
jpagement, when they take no pains to conceal their dis-
mppointment. Asa rule the motley gathering to bg
found in the large room of a lodging-house is very
civil and orderly; sometimes one o1 two may have had
a little too much drink, which will make them inclined
to interrupt, but in this case no scruples are made by
the other inmates about ejecting them until the pro.
ceedings are over. Itis no uncommon thing to meet in
bhe lodging-houses men, and women too, who have been
in far better circumstances—there are occasionally men
who have been Sunday school superintendents, and
teachers, local preachers, profesgional men, and trades-
men. Some of them are well educated, will ask rvather
puzzling questions, and can talk on almost any subject,
A man who now attends the meetings oceasionally
was formerly in a good medical practice, and is most
vespectably connected. A man now working for a

honourably, was found by the mission workers living in
» common lodging-house, working wherever he could,

[ neighbouring Corporation, and conducting himsell mosg
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